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PROFILES

Dominique Berard, President
Dominique graduated in 1984 in Longueuil, Quebec, moved to Edmonton in 1987, then moved to Vernon in 1990.  She comes from a large family where dental care was very minimal and got into dentistry because one of her sisters insisted she see an orthodontist to correct her crooked teeth, and from there got into dental hygiene school.  She has been a contractor for different dental offices from Revelstoke and Salmon Arm to Peachland.   She has her own business offering dental hygiene services on-site to extended care facilities in Vernon and North Okanagan.   Dominique worked for six years with the Dental Access Programs twice a month to do assessment with low-income clients in need.   She believes in her dream of having a dental office in town to help those in need will happen and is doing everything possible to meet that goal.   

Victor Lepp, Vice-President
Victor was born and raised on a farm near Saskatoon Saskatchewan.   He attended Bethany College for three years and earned a certificate in Christian Education in 1960.   He attended University of Saskatchewan in 1961 and completed a DDS degree at University of Alberta in Edmonton in 1966.  Vic had his first general practice in Terrace BC from 1966-1973.   He completed graduate studies in Orthodontics at U of A in 1975 and returned to Terrace from 1975-2002.     Victor’s experience includes many years of involvement with Societies and Rotary.   Vic was Director of Promotions and Fund Raising for the Eagle Bay Camp Society for their successful $900,000 building program.    Currently Vic is a member of Vernon Concert Band Society and he plays the saxophone!

Hugh Carter

As a current director for the First Nations Friendship Centre, one of Hugh’s roles was to represent the FNFC on the Dental Access Steering Committee.    His role continues today as a director on both the FNFC and the Community Dental Access Centre Society.   As a retired Respiratory Therapist, he also ran a series of Smoking Cessation Programs which plays an important role in oral health.   This scenario plays into Hugh’s passion for promoting good health practices where possible.

Kathleen Harper

Kathy grew up in North Vancouver and graduated from high school in Langley.  After graduation she moved to 100 Mile House and worked in Forestry, fighting fires and supervising work crews.  Kathy’s next career was Home Support Services and she moved to Vernon 15 years ago.   She has taken industrial first aid and administration assistant courses.   Kathy recently started her own very busy housekeeping business.   Kathy was a member of the Dental Access Steering Committee prior to incorporation.
Robert Kersey

Bob grew up and went to high school in Vancouver.   He received his Bachelor of Science degree at UBC.  Bob loves sports – skiing, swimming and badminton.  He graduated McGill dentistry in 1967 and spent a year with the Provincial Government working in a travelling clinic.   His son is also an orthodontist.   Bob is currently involved with the Silver Star Property Owner’s Association.   He was recruited to the Dental Access Steering Committee by Dominique – his office was always open to the underprivileged. 
Deanna Cunning

Deanna’s brings various skills to the Society.  She has worked as a Registered Dental Hygienist, Business Manager and Marketing Coordinator.  Her education also includes Business Management and Tourism Supervisory Development.
Mary Malerby

Mary is a retired nurse who brings many skills to the Board.  She has 40 yrs of nursing and was very proactive bringing the dental program to residential care facilities.  Mary was also on the executive to the BCNU union for 7 years including 4 years as vice-president.  In addition, she was Councillor on the District of Coldstream for 3 years. .  Mary is also currently on the Board of Directors for the Family Resource Centre and The Performing Arts as well as being involved with the Catholic Women’s League.
